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ABOUT THE SHOW

ABOUT THE ARTISTS

ABOUT GWENDOLYN BROOKS

Gwendolyn Brooks is one of the most highly regarded, influential, and
widely read poets of 20th-century American poetry. Though born in
Topeka, Kansas, Brooks spent her entire life in Chicago, lllinois, after
her family relocated during the Great Migration. She was the first
Black author to win the Pulitzer Prize (in 1950 for Annie Allen) and also
served as poetry consultant to the Library of Congress—the first Black
woman to hold that position—and poet laureate of the State of Illinois
from 1968 until her death in 2000. Many of Brooks” works display a
political consciousness, especially those from the 1960s and later,
with several of her poems reflecting the civil rights activism of that
period. Her body of work gave her, according to critic George E. Kent,
“a unique position in American letters. Not only has she combined

a strong commitment to racial identity and equality with a mastery

of poetic techniques, but she has also managed to bridge the gap
between the academic poets of her generation in the 1940s and the
young Black militant writers of the 1960s.”

P iS FOR PRODUCTION:
SHADOW AND LIGHT

This season we invite school communities to explore the performing
arts through a selection of topics that reveal the IMPACT of the
Arts for Youth.

Introduction to the arts
Meaning and cultural context
Production
Art-making and creativity

Careers
Training

The theatrical wizards of Manual Cinema use light and shadow to
create some of the special effects in the performance. Now it's your
turn! Choose a book or character, and gather some pipe cleaners and a
flashlight. Use the pipe cleaners to shape a character from your story—
perhaps giving it a stem to hold it by, too. Now create your shadow by
moving the figure in front of a flashlight that is aimed at a light-colored
wall or a piece of white paper. Now tell your story by reading from the
book or imagining your own narrative while moving the figure.

What happens when you move the figure closer to
or farther from the flashlight?
Can you use two figures at once?

What other objects or materials can you use to create shapes or
characters for your story?
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The following activities require just a little research—find the n N ' H E
following poems by heading to your favorite library or online

MAF

MANUAL CINEMA COMES FROM . . .

CHICAGO, ILLINOIS
Does this poem remind you of a place you've been or would

Q‘
like to go?

Do you think about the places you pass as you travel? CHICALGD, iLLINDIS

Write a short poem about such a place and the
people you might meet.

poetry site (such as poetryfoundation.org).

BEVERLY HILLS, CHICAGO
BY GWENDUOLYN BROOKS

No Blue Memories features many poems by Gwendolyn Brooks
including “Beverly Hills, Chicago” about a neighborhood on the
South Side of Chicago, which begins with a quote from E.M. Price.

How does this poem make you feel?

How does the quotation relate to the rest of the poem?

What are the people in the poem doing, and how does
Brooks describe them?

THE BEAN EATERS
BY GWENDAOLYN BROOKS

Many of Brooks’ poems describe everyday life for her characters. In
Brooks’ poem “The Bean Eaters” she describes the life of a couple
as they sit down for a meal.

What do you see every day at home, at school,
and as you travel?

What are some activities that you do regularly?
How do these people, places, or things make you feel?

Make a list of three things that you see or do regularly and
write a short poem about them.
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What are some other ordinary objects that you think would
make great inspiration for a poem?

SPEECH TO THE YOUNLG, SFEECH
TO THE FROGRESS-TOWARD
BY GWENDAOLYN BROOKS

Gwendolyn Brooks often spoke in classrooms and at graduations
across the country sharing wisdom with students. This poem is
from one of those presentations.

What advice do you have for students in grades below you?

What would like to say to students in higher grades?

What do you wish you knew about life now?

Think about a time when you needed to be encouraged.
What helped you persevere?

Write a poem sharing guidance to your fellow classmates.
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Manual Cinema:
No Blue Memories—The Life of
Gwendolyn Brooks

Wednesday-Friday, November 28-30, 2018
at 10am

Colwell Playhouse

Approximately 70 minutes + 10 minute Q&A
Recommended for grades 5 and up

Public Marquee performance
Thursday, November 29, 2018 at 7:30pm

Manual Cinema appears by arrangement with
Elsie Management.

Academic Partner
Rare Book and Manuscript Library at the
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

Patron Co-sponsors
Brenda & Stephen Pacey

Corporate and Community Bronze Sponsor
Ward & Associates, Realtors, Inc.,
Debora M. Auble

Campaign for Young Audiences
Phyllis & Kyle Robeson, Lead Sponsors

Gertrude Brokaw McCloy Endowment, Endowed

Co-sponsor
Clarette & Zvi Ritz, Patron Sponsors
Susan & Michael Haney, Patron Co-sponsors
Dr. Donna Murray Tiedge & Robert Tiedge,
Patron Co-sponsors

Stevie Jay Broadcasting (Q96, ESPN 93.5, US1059,

Christian FM 95.3), Lead Gold Sponsor

Youth Series Programming

The Spodek Family in memory of Bernard
Spodek, Endowed Sponsor

Ann H. Bender Youth Series Endowment,
Endowed Co-sponsor

The Susan Sargeant McDonald Endowed Fund

for Youth Programming (Suzi was the founder/

developer of the Krannert Center

Youth Series), Endowed Co-sponsor
Diane Gottheil, Patron Co-sponsor
Brenda & Stephen Pacey, Patron Co-sponsors
Jill & James Quisenberry, Patron Co-sponsors
Anne & David Sharpe, Patron Co-sponsors

This project is supported in part by an award
from the National Endowment for the Arts.

LIBRARY PARTNERSHIFS

Did you know that the Gwendolyn Brooks collection is held at the
University of lllinois Rare Book and Manuscript Library, open to the
public from 9am to 5pm, Monday-Friday? Through the end of
November, a selection of photos, artifacts, and documents will
be on display from the Gwendolyn Brooks collection at the Main
Library, 1408 Gregory Drive, Room 346. To see specific items or
discover what the collection holds, use Ask a Curator at
www.library.illinois.edu/rbx.

Krannert Center has also partnered with Champaign Public Library
and The Urbana Free Library to help expand your students’ Youth
Series experience. Our local libraries have placed materials that
relate to No Blue Memories on display, and librarians are prepared
to help your students immerse themselves in the wide-ranging
subject areas that are covered by the production. These resources
will be available approximately two weeks before through two
weeks following the performance.

We hope that you are able to take advantage of these exciting
partnerships with our local libraries!

www.champaign.org | www.urbanafreelibrary.org

SPURLOCK MUSEUM OFEN HOUSE:
WEDNESDAY-FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 28-30

Drop in for a self-guided, interactive visit before or after the
performance. Museum guides in each room will offer hands-on
object studies and gallery-based challenges for students tied to
the themes of No Blue Memories. The Spurlock Museum also has
a variety of resources for classroom use. Contact Kim Sheahan at
ksheahan@illinois.edu or 217.244.3355 for information on available
artifacts and lesson plans.




